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  MMEESSSSAAGGEE  FFRROOMM  RRIICCHHAARRDD  
  
Greetings Sound Connections Family, 
 
       This month’s buzz is about the Unity People’s Convention that 
happened last month right here in the KC area. As always, Debbie Ball 
and the Convention team pulled off a flawless event that raised the 
consciousness of the planet and brought our movement yet closer to 
wholeness and . . . well unity. 
       Members of your Music Ministry team; myself, Sue Riley, Chris 
Foster and Blair Tabor along with Karen Drucker and even Devotion at 
one session, performed songs from the new “Can I Get An Amen!” 
songbook for the Unity leaders and lay people from around the world. 
I hope your minister brought you back a copy. We believe that we get 
closer and closer each year to producing the perfect combination of 

solos, solos with congregational choruses, and chants to make the books useful and fun for 
your ministry.       
       We signed up lots of churches to the emPower Music Rights licenses so that the great 
songwriters can now be compensated when you duplicate their music or words for your 
service. There is a website in the “Resources and Services” listings on Page 14. 
       We also created a great buzz for the Sound Connections Music conference in September 
which promises to be (I promise) the best yet.  We have brought all of our experience, all of 
your comments and all of our mistakes and lessons from the past four years to bear for this 
year. If you have never attended a Sound Connections, don’t miss this year. Where else will 
you be able to reap the benefits of the knowledge and talents of Daniel Nahmod, Karen 
Drucker, David Roth, and Harold Payne together in one place  (except of course at the Posi 
Awards.) and where else can you find the finest collection of New Thought music and music 
resources all together in one place.  Call now to make your reservations at the Unity Spiritual 
Life center. Lodging there is limited to 50 rooms. See more details on the on Page 3 of this 
document. 
       It’s always a sad time when one of our own transitions from this experience to the next. 
Sister Janet Murdock made peace with her 4 year long battle with ovarian cancer last month. 
Janet was music director at the Unity Church in Missoula Montana and a regular contributor to 
the music team there after her tenure. Janet was an advocate for PAD ("physician aid-in-
dying") and an article on her battle for death with dignity can be found at  
http://missoulian.com/articles/2009/06/17/news/mtregional/news07.txt  . Janet was 67.  
          I’d like to thank all of you who sent your congratulations and blessings to me on my 
marriage to Paula Coppel in May. So far, married life is grand and I expect it to stay that way! 
        ONE MORE THING – Please take a moment to answer the very important 3 question, yes 
or no survey on Page 11. We would like your input on the future of the Sound Connections 
music conference.  
       Know that you are loved and valued in your spiritual community! 

 
Richard Mekdeci 
Sacred Music Resource Coordinator  
 
 
 
 
 

http://missoulian.com/articles/2009/06/17/news/mtregional/news07.txt


 
 
 
 

TTHHIISS  MMOONNTTHH’’SS  FFRREEEE  SSHHEEEETT  MMUUSSIICC  AATTTTAACCHHMMEENNTT  
 

II  AAmm  PPrroossppeerroouuss  
bbyy  KKaarreenn  TTaayylloorr  GGoooodd  

  
 
You will find this song attached at the end of this PDF file.  This service is offered with 
permission from the author. Please contact the author if you would like to purchase 
additional copies of this music.  
 If you would like a piece of your sheet music offered in future issues of Sound Connections, 
just send a PDF file of your song to music@unity.org for review. 
 
 
 
 

SSOOUUNNDD  CCOONNNNEECCTTIIOONNSS  OONNGGOOIINNGG  UUPPDDAATTEESS  
 
 “MUSIC SPEAKS LOUDER    
  THAN WORDS” 
  September 15 – 19, 2009 
The Posi Awards are moving to January 18 -
20 in Orlando Florida, next year so there will 
not be a Pre-Conference event. Sound 
Connections will begin on Tuesday night, 
Sept. 15 and run to Saturday morning, Sept. 
19. This year’s theme reflects the universal 
language of music, its role in ministry and its 
ability to unite diverse groups of people.  

 
 Keynote Presentations: 

 
MUSIC MINISTRY TEAM – Wednesday 9:30 – 11:30 
Laying the Groundwork for a magical week  
Be sure you experience your time at Sound Connections to it’s fullest by attending this 
important first gathering of the whole group. Set your intention for the week and ground it in 
prayer. Choose your secret prayer partner and create a mission and vision statement for your 
experience. Lots of bonding, fun and fellowship . . . oh yea, and music too!  
 
 
DANIEL NAHMOD – Thursday 9:30 – 11:30 
Discussion and Experience of Musical Worship  
Songs from my Sacred Love CD sung with the group, plus a conversation about facilitating the 
deepest possible sacred musical experience.  Discussion about the worship service Richard 

mailto:music@unity.org


Rogers, Jill Fredal and I did at Unity of Phoenix.  How-to's, how-not-to's, my own observations 
and lessons learned over these last ten years and how to take it deeper. 
 
KAREN DRUCKER – Friday 9:30 – 11:30 
I Give Myself Permission To .. .  
A few years ago I wrote a little chant that said: “I give myself permission to be all I can be. 
I give myself permission to live passionate and free.”  I have thought about that word, 
“Permission” for a while. In our time together, we will look at that word as it relates to our 
music careers, our music ministries and our lives. With songs, stories, discussion and lots of 
laughter, we will learn how to give ourselves permission to be, do and have all that we 
desire.  

  
Additional  Guest  PresentersAdditional Guest Presenters  
HHaarroolldd  PPaayynnee  ––  tthhee  mmaann  wwhhoo  ccooiinneedd  tthhee  pphhrraassee,,  ““PPoossiittiivvee  MMuussiicc””  aanndd  wwrroottee  tthhee  tthheemmee  ssoonngg  
ffoorr  tthhiiss  yyeeaarr’’ss  ccoonnffeerreennccee  wwiillll  pprreesseenntt  tthhrreeee  wwoorrkksshhooppss  oonn  ssoonnggwwrriittiinngg  ffrroomm  tthhrreeee  ddiiffffeerreenntt  
ppeerrssppeeccttiivveess..  HHaarroolldd  hhaass  hhaadd  oovveerr  110000  ooff  hhiiss  ssoonnggss  rreeccoorrddeedd  bbyy  aarrttiissttss  lliikkee  RRoodd  SStteewwaarrtt,,  PPaattttiiee  
LLaaBBeellllee,,  SSnnoooopp  DDoogggg,,  BBoobbbbyy  WWoommaacckk  aanndd  tthhee  ccuurrrreenntt  hhiitt  ssiinnggllee  bbyy  KKeellllyy  RRoowwllaanndd..    
  
DDaavviidd  RRootthh  ––  aallwwaayyss  bbaacckk  bbyy  ppooppuullaarr  ddeemmaanndd..  DDaavviidd  iiss  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  SSoouunndd  CCoonnnneeccttiioonnss  ffaammiillyy..  
DDaavviidd  wwiillll  pprreesseenntt  ffoouurr  wwoorrkksshhooppss  tthhiiss  yyeeaarr..  HHiiss  ttwwoo  rreegguullaarrss,,  ““GGrraaiinn  ooff  SSaalltt””  ssoonngg  ccrriittiiqquuee,,  
aanndd  tthhee  hhuuggeellyy  ppooppuullaarr  ““WWrriittiinngg  ffoorr  SSoonnggss  ooff  LLoovvee””  wwhheerree  tthhee  ggrroouupp  ccoo--wwrriitteess  aa  ssoonngg  ffoorr  aa  
ssiicckk  cchhiilldd..  AAllssoo  DDaavviidd  wwiillll  pprreesseenntt  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  GGuuiittaarr  LLaabbss  oonn  hhooww  ttoo  uussee  aalltteerrnnaattee  ttuunniinnggss,,  aanndd  
aa  bbrraanndd  nneeww  pprreesseennttaattiioonn  ccaalllleedd,,  ““WWhhaatt  CCaann  II  DDoo  FFoorr  YYoouu  TTooddaayy””  oonn  bbeeiinngg  ooff  sseerrvviiccee..    
  
SSllooaann  WWaaiinnwwrriigghhtt  ––  SSllooaann  wwaass  aabbsseenntt  llaasstt  yyeeaarr  bbeeccaauussee  ooff  hheerr  hhuussbbaanndd’’ss  iillllnneessss  aanndd  ttrraannssiittiioonn..  
SShhee  wwaass  mmoovveedd  bbyy  tthhee  oouuttppoouurriinngg  ooff  lloovvee  sseenntt  ttoo  hheerr  ffrroomm  oouurr  ccoonnffeerreennccee  llaasstt  yyeeaarr  aanndd  wwiillll  
rreettuurrnn  tthhiiss  yyeeaarr  ttoo  oouurr  ffoolldd  ttoo  ggiivvee  ttwwoo  ooff  hheerr  VVooccaall  wwoorrkksshhooppss  ((wwhhiicchh  wweerree  aallll  ppaacckkeedd  llaasstt  
yyeeaarr)),,  aanndd  aa  nneeww  pprreesseennttaattiioonn  oonn  tthhee  CCrreeaattiivvee  PPrroocceessss  --  VVeerryy  aawweessoommee!!  
  
DDrruummmmeerr,,  JJeeffff  WWoollff  aanndd  SShhaammaann,,  NNiinnaa  GGiibbssoonn  wwiillll  lleeaadd  oouurr  ddrruummmmiinngg  ccllaassss  tthhiiss  yyeeaarr  aanndd  
pprreeppaarree  uuss  ffoorr  tthhee  FFrriiddaayy  nniigghhtt  bboonn  ffiirree  aanndd  ddrruumm  cciirrccllee  aatt  tthhee  llaabbyyrriinntthh..    
  
NNEEWW  !!!!!!  --  SSttuuddiioo  aanndd  SSoouunndd  EEnnggiinneeeerr  CClliiffff  RRuubbiinn  wwiillll  sshhaarree  hhiiss  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  ssoouunndd  aanndd  
eeqquuiippmmeenntt  ttoo  hheellpp  yyoouu  ggeett  tthhee  bbeesstt  ffrroomm  yyoouurr  cchhuurrcchh’’ss  ssoouunndd  eeqquuiippmmeenntt  aanndd  ttiippss  oonn  hhooww  ttoo  
aacchhiieevvee  tthhee  bbeesstt  rreeccoorrddiinnggss  ooff  yyoouurr  sseerrvviicceess  aanndd  eevveennttss  ffoorr  yyoouurr  CCDD’’ss  aanndd  wweebb  ssttrreeaammss..    

  
12  Additional  Workshops  each  day!12 Additional Workshops each day!  

  
WEDENSDAY 

1 – 2:30            1.  Music Director 101: Rising o the next level – Sue Riley 
                2. Be Like Water – Daniel Nahmod    
                 3.  Ensemble Rehearsal Techniques – Carol Tomhave  
                 4.  Sacred Light Workshop – Chris Foster          
               5.  Voice and Singing – Sloan Wainwright       

6.  Notation Software for Beginners –  
     David Ezell & Fred Bogert     

 
3: - 4:30   1. Underscoring and Segues – Todd Lowry    
                 2. Turning Titles Phrases & Sermons into Songs - Harold Payne                
                 3. Keyboard Lab – Fred Albers     
                4. Guitar Lab – Fred Bogert     
                 5. Unity World Chorus – Melinda    
                 6. Unity World Orchestra– Chris and David    



 
THURSDAY 

1 – 2:30    1.  The Creative Process – Sloan Wainwright      
               2.  What’s a NT Song? – Richard Mekdeci       
                 3. Choral Reading Session – Carol Tomhave         
                 4.  What Can I Do 4 U 2 Day –  David Roth 
               5.  Spiritual Dancing For All Ages – Blair Tabor        
                6.  Healing Drumming – Jeff Wolf and Nina Gibson   
 
3: - 4:30   1. Grain of Salt – David Roth    
                 2. Art of Collaboration – Harold Payne                
                 3. Keyboard Lab – Fred Albers     
                4. Guitar Lab – Chris Foster      
                 5. Unity World Chorus – Melinda    
                 6. Unity World Orchestra – Chris and David   
 
                                                                 FRIDAY 
1 – 2:30   1.Voice and Singing – Sloan Wainwright   
                 2.  Planning Music Sunday – Blair Tabor                  
                                    3.  Indy Artist Cookbook – Daniel Nahmod 
                 4.  Songs of Love – David Roth              
                 5.  Hosting Successful “Special” Events – Sue Riley    

           6.  Elements of Style for band – Fred and New Day  
 
3: - 4:30   1.Copyright Do’s and Don’ts – Todd Lowry   
                 2. Songwriting Playshop – Harold Payne               
                 3. Keyboard Lab – Fred Albers     
                4. Guitar Lab – David Roth     
                 5. Unity World Chorus – Melinda Allen   
                 6. Unity World Orchestra – Chris and David   
  
  

FFIILLLL  OOUUTT  AANNDD  RREETTUURRNN  YYOOUURR  RREEGGIISSTTRRAATTIIOONN  FFOORRMM  TTOODDAAYY  
CClliicckk  tthhee  lliinnkk  bbeellooww  ttoo  ddoowwnnllooaadd  tthhee  ffoorrmm  ffrroomm  oouurr  wweebbssiittee..  

http://www.unity.org/association/ministriesLeaders/musicMinistry/pdf/SC2009RegistrationForm.pdfhttp://www.unity.org/association/ministriesLeaders/musicMinistry/pdf/SC2009RegistrationForm.pdf      
  

FFUULLLL  CCOOLLOORR  BBRROOCCHHUURREESS  NNOOWW  AAVVAAIILLAABBLLEE  
IIff  yyoouu  wwoouulldd  lliikkee  uuss  ttoo  mmaaiill  bbrroocchhuurreess  ttoo  yyoouurr  cchhuurrcchh  oorr  ggrroouupp,,  mmaakkee  yyoouurr  rreeqquueesstt  aatt  

music@unity.orgmusic@unity.org  ..  IInncclluuddee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  bbrroocchhuurreess  yyoouu  wwoouulldd  lliikkee  aanndd  yyoouurr  aaddddrreessss  pplleeaassee..    
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

http://www.unity.org/association/ministriesLeaders/musicMinistry/pdf/SC2009RegistrationForm.pdf
mailto:music@unity.org


HH ee ll pp   UU ss   CC ee ll ee bb rr aa tt ee   KK aa rr ee nn   DD rr uu cc kk ee rr   
Association of Unity Churches® 2009 Grace Note Award Recipient  

     +  + u=   

The Unity and New Thought community congratulate Karen Drucker on being the 2009 recipient of the 
Association of Unity Churches’ annual Grace Note Award.  This award is given by the AUC each year at 
the Sound Connections New Thought Music Conference for outstanding, pioneering achievement in New 
Thought Music to the artist they feel has had the most positive, productive, musical impact on the planet 
thus far in their careers.  Recipients are chosen as the result of their effective, influential songwriting and 
performance skills, as well as their overall contributions to society.  Since it’s inception in 2006, past AUC® 
Grace Note recipients have included Carmen Moshier, Jana Stanfield and LeRoy White. 
 
Please join us in celebrating Karen Drucker at this year’s 2009 Sound Connections Music Conference at 
Unity Village, September 15th through the 19th.  On Friday, September 18, Karen will be giving a keynote 
presentation to attendees in the morning general session, then later that evening she will accept her award 
followed by a live performance.   
 
We invite all of you in the greater community to get involved by helping to create the award’s presentation.  
If you have ANY information you would like to contribute, please contact AUC Music Ministry Team 
Member Jennifer Ferren at jferrensings@aol.com.   
All info must be received by August 1, 2009.   
Please send any of the following:   
- a written statement/testimonial;  
- a brief 2min audio (mp3); 
- a brief 2-min video clip (contact Jennifer regarding format of video file);   
- your favorite Karen Drucker songs (so we can include them in the program)   
 
We appreciate your assistance and look forward to your participation! 
 
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

mailto:jferrensings@aol.com


  

TTHHIISS  MMOONNTTHH’’SS  FFEEAATTUURREEDD  TTOOPPIICC  

 

Guide to writing easy and effective 
“congregational” songs. by Chris Foster 
 

The inspiration for writing a song comes to me in a number of 
ways. I have been awakened from my sleep with a melody. I call these m
God melodies and leap up to capture them. There are also times when
have a historical project I am working on or a song about a family 
member or friend and I approach writing a song with more of an 
intention. A lot of times my songwriting happens more unexpectedly. I 
ead and then work out words that I feel fit the style of the song. The 

subject matter is influenced by various things. It ranges from how I am feeling that day t
just a random thought about a thing or a person. You name it.  

y 
 I 

get a melody in my h
o 

When it is a secular song, I am less attached to the form of the song. I tend to be more 
creative in secular songs with the chords and the vocal line (I.E. "One wish this Christmas") 
Sometimes I will write a basic chord progression and then try to embellish it by changing the 
voicing of the chord. I experiment with chords by altering them. I may invert a particular 
chord by putting its third or fifth in the bass, or using the relative minor of a chosen chord as 
a substitution. I may also employ the use of passing chords in the in the midst of a standard 
chord progression.   

My spiritual songs tend to be more intentional. Most of the spiritual songs I have 
composed were written around a theme that a minister was trying to emphasize. It normally 
requires reading up on a book that the minister is utilizing as fodder for their talk, or picking 
their brain to get the essence of their message. I prefer the picking the brain method because 
in addition to the song, you can develop a strong bond and generate their personal interest in 
your creation. This co-creative process is powerful and fun. Of course, most of the time, I do 
a little of both. I then ask myself "How will this song be used?" Will it be a meditation song, a 
special music song, or a congregational song? If it is a special song, then I generally treat it 
with the same liberty as I would a secular song. I try to be creative with the chords and the 
melody to make it more interesting. If it is a song that you want the congregation to sing, it is 
best to take a the simple approach.  

 
FIRST STEP –  Song Subject  

The subject of a song is determined a number of ways. The aforementioned picking 
the ministers brain or reading something are two good ways. Gather your lyrics about the 
subject and craft them in a predictable rhyming pattern. For those who have trouble crafting 
lyrics, here is a technique I have used on a number of songs: 

Write down all thoughts that you associate with a chosen subject. Don’t worry about 
rhyming anything at this point.  
  Example: “Volunteering” is my subject.  
As I am writing this I am randomly capturing thoughts that I think of when I think of 
volunteering. So here are my random thoughts. Friends, Community, serving others, meals on 
wheels, 4H club. YMCA. Boys Club. Adopt a Tree, Adopt a Road. Litter prevention. Parks and 
Rec department. This is a random strain of thoughts that I can now further the idea of what 
volunteering means to me. Come up with a ½ a page or so of thoughts before you try to find a 
story in your thoughts and try to rhyme anything.  As I review my thoughts above, I see I have 
listed 3 civic organizations in my thought strain. My next step would be to take the list of 



thoughts and look for words that rhyme and then in turn find ways to fit them into a 
predictable rhyming scheme. So what I can do with my limited example above?  
 
Friend serving others 
Sisters and brothers 
 

Notice Sisters and Brothers wasn’t in the thought strain. As you start to piece your 
thoughts together, other thoughts will arise. Feel free to use them.  

The subject of the song and/or the lyrics can directly influence the rhythmic feel of 
the song. If we are talking about overcoming something or triumphing over something I will 
normally use an upbeat tempo and/or have it build to a climatic end. If it is about personal 
discovery or seeking to understand a situation (i.e. holocaust, war or societal conditions) I 
generally keep the feel of the song more subdued.  

 
SECOND STEP –Rhythm 

Establishing a repeating rhythmic pattern is essential to making a song catchy. For 
example, If you hear a song with a Bo Diddley feel, it would only take a brief moment to 
catch on to the beat. Even the severest of rhythmically challenged people (your congregation) 
can get the feel of a Bo Diddley song in short order.  Sooooo with that said………Develop a 
solid rhythmic pattern. A rhythmic pattern, no matter how fast or slow it is, becomes 
predictable when it gets repeated consistently. So establish a rhythm and don’t waiver from 
it. If you change the beat, it can cause confusion to the less musical.  
 
THIRD STEP - Melody 

It is my estimation that at best only about 10 percent of a congregation has an 
enhanced skill of music. So keep the melody simple and repetitive even if it may be boring to 
you. Target the understanding level of the masses. Here are some basic rules for effective 
congregational song writing (that I reserve the right to break. LOL) 
1. I don't utilize anything faster than an eighth note in the melody. 
2. I keep the jumps between notes to no more than a third step. 
3. I keep the melody within an octave range. 
4. Use established chord progressions. For example a    I, IV, V, I   Or     II-minor, V, I, VI-
minor. There are others chord patterns to employ. Just make sure to use one that can easily 
be anticipated. 
 

If after creating a melody, I have something outside of these rules, I try to change it to 
fit the objective of making it congregation friendly. . Karen Drucker is a master of writing 
repetitive phrases. She is a good case study for anyone who wants to improve their 
congregational song writing.  Just notice how repetitive her phrases are and simple her chord 
structure is.  It works!! 
 
CONCLUSION 
 Understand that the steps above may come to you in a different order and that is 
okay. There are no absolutes to songwriting. These are only general rules but ones I have 
found useful that hopefully you can employ to write more effective songs for worship.  
 
Happy Songwriting! 
Chris Foster 
 
http://www.chrisfostermusic.com  
Changing the world  
"ONE SONG AT A TIME" 
  
  
  

http://www.chrisfostermusic.com/


FFRROOMM  TTHHEE  RROOAADD  
BBrriinngg  tthhiiss  aawweessoommee  aarrttiisstt  ttoo  yyoouurr  cchhuurrcchh  oorr  cceenntteerr!!  

  
  DANA AGNELLINI  ––  AA  lloott  ttoo  OOffffeerr  ..  ..  ..          
  
      Hey everyone!  I’d like to introduce myself to all of you and 
offer my services to you.  I am Dana Agnellini from Fredericksburg, 
Virginia and I have been a member of Unity Church for 16 years.  I 
began writing and performing original music for Sunday services 

about 15 years ago and my music ministry has been building ever since. For the past three 
years I have also been providing the lesson as well as the music.  I am a regular at Unity 
Church of Fredericksburg, my home church, and regularly performer in dozens of other 
Unity/New thought churches on the east coast.  I am very passionate about my spiritual path 
and very much committed to sharing my gifts with others so that they can help to create a 
world of peace through personal transformation.  My music and message is very much in 
alignment with Unity principles.   
       The topics that I focus on in my music and message are healing, forgiveness, 
empowerment, spiritual and social responsibility, moving through fear, law of attraction, and 
gratitude. Workshops topics following Sunday services include forgiveness (based on Radical 
forgiveness principles), sacred drumming, connecting with your true mission, and connecting 
with your angels. 
 
So here’s my official “bio” information: 
       Dana Agnellini is a singer/songwriter/inspirational speaker committed to a world of 
peace through personal transformation.  The songs written through him are guaranteed to 
open the heart to the divine presence within each of us.   
       His empowering messages are driven home with a musical style all his own influenced by 
classic rock, country, folk and a splash of blues.  Dana has 3 CDs, "One Light at a Time", "For 
the Light" and “Let it Burn”.  As a speaker, Dana weaves his music and his messages 
seamlessly, and is a regular guest speaker at various new thought churches on the East coast.       
       Dana is also a contributing author for a bestselling new book entitled "Living the Law of 
Attraction” - www.livingtheloa.com .  This book is a compilation of real world Law of 
attraction stories and is endorsed by Bob Doyle, of "The Secret".  Some of Dana's songs are 
beginning to have a life of their own.  "Angels among Us" was used by Duke University as part 
of their fundraiser for Brain Tumor research.    "Leap of Faith" was selected as the soundtrack 
for a pilot TV show due to air in the fall of 2010. "Leap of Faith" and "One Light at a Time" are 
featured on a CD which accompanies the book, "I am a Miracle, volume 2". (iamamiracle.com)    
      I am familiar with all of the Unity standards so I can provide all of the music or any part 
of it.  All I need is a platform assistant; the minister and music director can have a much 
deserved day off!  And if given enough time and a talk title, I am often inspired to write a 
song specifically for the service.  
      Looking forward to hearing from you!!!  
      Blessings,  
      Dana 

Contact:  www.danaagnellini.com  www.myspace.com/danaagnellini  email 
dagnellini@yahoo.com or by phone 540-226-8543. 

  
IIff  yyoouu  aarree  aa  ttoouurriinngg  aarrttiissttss  aanndd  wwoouulldd  lliikkee  ttoo  bbee  ffeeaattuurreedd  iinn  From  The  From The

RoadRoad,,  ssuubbmmiitt  yyoouurr  aarrttiiccllee  ttoo  music@unity.orgmusic@unity.org    
 

http://www.livingtheloa.com/
http://www.iamamiracle.com/
http://www.danaagnellini.com/
http://www.myspace.com/danaagnellini
mailto:dagnellini@yahoo.com
mailto:music@unity.org


CCDD  RREEVVIIEEWWSS  
 

For The Light –  
Dana Agnellini  Silver Lining Records 
 
Dana is an artist and songwriter that has obviously 
worked on his craft and kept his guitar and vocal skills 
honed as he progresses up the ladder of viable, 
influential Positive Music artists. His second CD,  “For 
The Light” shows a definite upward progression for 
Dana as an artist and songwriter. The Cd is right in the 

pocket. 
For the Light – opening song sets a tone of high energy and raw rock and roll, then 
transitions effortlessly into the sweet soft ballad, “Angels Among Us”.  
Song #3, “Walking Down Main Street”,  hits somewhere in the middle as an easy going 
love song. By the middle of that song I knew that I was in for a treat, as someone with 
a short attention span and one who loves a variety of styles and sonic candy.  
Track 4 is titled “Leap Of Faith” and gets back to the spiritual message and starts 
climbing back toward the energy of the title track.  
There is spiritual social action, (Wings of A Dove),  personal transformation, (Who Am 
I), reaching out, (With You All The Way), songs about love, about unity and all songs 
are accessible for performance and singing.  
In fact the rockin’ blues track, “New Day”, would be a blast to play live.  Dana’s voice 
is always right on and easy on the ears.  
After listening to 12 songs from Rock, pop, Americana, and blues, you are given a 
special treat of hearing Dana’s teen daughter sing her version of “For the Light to 
close out this great CD.  
If you bring Dana to your church or center I’ll bet you will have a rockin’ good time 
and present a high quality professional show. 
Purchase CDs at cdbaby.com/cd/Agnellini 
Website: danaagnellini.com 
Bookings: gigmasters.com/music/danaagnellini  
 
reviewed by Richard Mekdeci  
 
 

SHINE – by Karen Drucker 
 
Karen Drucker's new CD "SHINE" definitely lives up to its 
name.  From the opening song to the last, it is filled 
with that quintessential sound & vibe we have grown to 
love over the years.  My personal favorite, towards the 
end, is a song called "I Look Good".  It's sassy and 
hilrious and just totally hits home.  The entire CD is a 
great blend of upbeat, introspective and chant.  Her 

husband, engineer and co-producer John Hoy yet again brings her brilliant creations 



to life with flawless instrumentation, playing all of the varied styles with ease, 
superior taste & primo-quality chops.  The background vocalists are stellar (as always) 
and help put the "icing on the cake".  Having recently listened to all of her CDs in an 
effort to research for her upcoming Grace Note Award presentation, I can truly say 
this CD is a milestone in her career.  All songs maintain her original spark of energy, 
personality and  funkiness, yet you can tell she has transcended to a higher, even 
depper level of Spiritual understanding and self-acceptance.  No matter who you are 
or what style of music you prefer, this CD has something for everyone.  I'm using 2 of 
her songs in my next church service.  Can't WAIT to turn my congregation on to this 
fantasic new music.  We are already big fans and have been using other KD songs for 
group/congregational singing, as well as solo spots, for quite some time.  If you aren't 
already a big fan or have never experienced Karen live, just wait until you experience 
her at this year's Sound Connections.  Be sure you earmark some of your budget for 
"SHINE".  It will be the best purchase you make!  I give this one two BIG, FAT Thumbs 
Up! 
 
 
 
 
 

IMPORTANTIMPORTANT  33  QQUUEESSTTIIOONN  SSUURRVVEEYY    
 
Your music ministry team is considering moving Sound Connections to June of each 
year as a part of the yearly Unity People’s Convention (UPC) which usually has from 
five to seven hundred ministers, spiritual leaders and lay people. This would mean 
that on odd years, Sound Connections would be in Kansas City, at Unity Village, while 
the UPC is taking place in nearby Overland Park. On odd years, SC would be in a 
different city – wherever the UPC is. For 2010 Sound Connections would be in June in 
San Diego, CA. In 2011 Sound Connections would be in June at Unity Village at the 
same time as the UPC.  2012 would be in another destination city, not decided yet. 
Sometimes it is a cruise or in another country. Please let us know your input by 
answering these three yes or no questions: 
 
1.  Would June be a better month than September for you to attend a music 
conference? 
Yes ____  No ____ 
 
2.  If Sound Connections were in a different city every other year, would that be more 
incentive for you to attend?  Yes _____ No _____ 
 
3.  If Sound Connections were a part of the annual Unity People’s Convention, would 
you be more likely to attend?  Yes _____  No _____ 
 
You may reply to music@unity.org by listing the numbers 1 – 3 and a “Y” or “N” next 
to each number.  
 
 
 
 

mailto:music@unity.org


 

““PPoossiiPPaalloooozzaa!!  MMuussiicc  TThhaatt  MMaatttteerrss””    
  
FFrriiddaayyss  aatt  22::0000  ppmm  CCeennttrraall  TTiimmee  www.unity.fmwww.unity.fm  
LLiisstteenn  ttoo  ppaasstt  sshhoowwss  iinn  tthhee  aarrcchhiivveess  oorr  ddoowwnnllooaadd  
pprrooggrraammss  ffrroomm  IITTuunneess!!  
LLoogg  oonn  ttoo  hheeaarr  yyoouurr  ffaavvoorriittee  ssoonnggss  bbyy  yyoouurr  ffaavvoorriittee  aarrttiissttss  
aass  wweellll  aass  tthhee  nneewweesstt  PPoossii  aanndd  NNeeww  TThhoouugghhtt  mmuussiicc  
aavvaaiillaabbllee..  HHeeaarr  ““PPoossii  PPoottppoouurrrriiss””  --  aa  vvaarriieettyy  ooff  ggrreeaatt  
mmuussiicc  bbyy  ddiiffffeerreenntt  aarrttiissttss  aass  wweellll  aass  GGuueesstt  DDJJ’’ss  aanndd  
tthheemmeedd  pprrooggrraammss..    
  

JJUULLYY  SSCCHHEEDDUULLEE      
July 3 – Your Independence Day 
July 10 – Posi Potpourri – “More music, less of me. ”Enjoy a variety of great Posi Music in       
               non-stop sets of 3.  
July 17 – Posi Potpourri 
July 24 – Guest DJ Karl Anthony – one of our original New Thought Troubadours, award  
               winning songwriter, performer and humanitarian shares his music in the PMTM  
               Studio.  
July 31 – Posi Potpourri  

  
  

    TThhee  MMAAIILLBBOOXX  --  YYOOUURR  LLEETTTTEERRSS  //  QQ&&AA  
 
 
Dear Richard, 
As one of the many, many church musicians out here, I just want to express my appreciation for all the 
work that goes into putting out this monthly newsletter. It always has something in it that helps me. I 
am looking forward to my first conference experience in September. Thank you for all you do to make 
it possible! 
  
Many blessings, 
Lyndsey Watson 
Music Director 
Unity of Sun City 
Arizona 
 
*************************************************************************** 
 
Hey Sound Connections Artists,  
This is a great place to support independent and powerful music!!  I just put my songs up on 
here.  Enjoy!!! :) 
http://hwhjamroom.com/ (home page) 
http://hwhjamroom.com/terrabundance  (my page)  
  
Peace, Blessings, Love, 
TERRA BUNDANCE (Tara Farmer) 
 

http://www.unity.fm/
http://hwhjamroom.com/
http://hwhjamroom.com/terrabundance


CCoonnffeerreenncceess  aanndd  EEvveennttss  

************************************************************************************************************************************  
UU..MM..MM..AA..SS..    LLeeaaddeerrsshhiipp  TTrraaiinniinngg  ffoorr  

MMuussiicc  DDiirreeccttoorrss  
Unity Music Directors from South Carolina, North Carolina, Georgia and Tennessee are invited 

to leadership training sponsored by Unity Ministers of the Mid-Atlantic States (UMMAS). 
Presenter will be Carole Tomhave, Music Director at Unity of Fairfax, Va.  

“New Day”, the music team from Unity of Fairfax, will also perform.  
 

The sessions will be held at Unity in Greensboro, 1935 Opal Drive, Greensboro, NC 27408, 
336.273.0944. Times are Friday, July 17, beginning at 6:45 P.M., and Saturday, July 18 

beginning at 8:45 A. M and lasting most of the day. 
 

There is no charge for attendance, and the only reason for pre-registration is a count for the free 
lunch that is provided on Saturday. This is why only participants from UMMAS member 
churches are invited. Please include "music directors and music team members" in the 

beginning part.  
Those wanting more information can email david@heartwindmusic.com. 

or info@unityingreensboro.org 
 
 
 

******************************************************************* 
The Agape Music Symposium 2009: 
Singing the Gospel of Love,  
facilitated by Rickie Byars Beckwith and Tim McAfee Lewis  
July 19th through July 24th, at Omega Institute in New York, Rhinebeck campus. 
  
The Registration fee for this wonderful event is $415 and includes all the workshops, seminars 
and performances plus 3 meals a day; daily open classes in yoga, tai chi, meditation and 
movement; sauna, lake swimming, canoeing and kayaking; trails and country lanes for hiking 
and jogging; evening activities including movies, concerts and open courses; and full access to 
the Ram Dass Library, Omega Sanctuary and the new Omega Center for Sustainable living. 
Register through the Omega Institute website. 
 
http://www.eomega.org/omega/workshops/e2ef78968b59d584048285642bb3a025/  
  
Additional information at music@agapelive.com or (310) 348-1260 ex 1231. 
 

**************************************************************** 
 
 

 
 
 
 



2009 Sound Connections  

at Unity Village –  
New Thought Music Conference 

September 15 – 19  
Featuring Daniel Nahmod, Karen Drucker, 

Harold Payne, David Roth, Sloan 
Wainwright, your Music Ministry Team and 

many more. (See more details and 
workshop descriptions in this issue.) 

Registration form and complete brochure 
available online at www.unity.org/music 

 
 
 
Help keep this section updated with music-related events and conferences by sending 

your information to music@unity.org 
 
 
 
 

RREESSOOUURRCCEESS  AANNDD  SSEERRVVIICCEESS  
 

Help us keep this section updated with your favorite helpful links by sending your 
suggestions and comments to music@unity.org   

 
 

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION 
 
 

www.empowerma.com/musicrights  – NEW!!  Umbrella license specifically for Unity and 
New Thought churches. Hundreds of songs you use the most in our catalog. Project lyrics, 
include music on your service recordings, web streaming and more.  

 

   www.themusicbridge.com  
http://www.churchca.com      Church Copyright Association – Administration, Consultation, 

Education 
www.mpa.org Music Publishing Association – info on copyright law; locate 

publishers for clearances.  
www.NMPA.org  National Music Publishers Association 
www.loc.gov   U.S. Copyright office; select copyrights 
www.copyright.com  CCC – Copyright Clearance Center 
www.stanford.edu  Stanford University; select fair use or copyright issues 
www.benedict.com  Copyright registration & information 
www.findlaw.com  FindLaw Entertainment: Music: Legal Resources 
www.joinhands.com  LicenSing Copyright-cleared music for churches 
www.ccli.com Christian Copyright License Inc. – blanket licenses for 

Contemporary Christian music.  

http://www.unity.org/association/ministriesLeaders/musicMinistry/soundConnectionsConference.html�
mailto:music@unity.org
mailto:music@unity.org
http://www.empowerma.com/musicrights
http://www.themusicbridge.com/
http://www.churchca.com/
http://www.mpa.org/
http://www.nmpa.org/
http://www.loc.gov/
http://www.copyright.com/
http://www.stanford.edu/
http://www.benedict.com/
http://www.findlaw.com/
http://www.joinhands.com/
http://www.ccli.com/


 

MEDIA PRODUCTION 
 
Record Production and Music Consulting with Daniel Nahmod 
email: news@danielnahmod.com  
phone: (888) 964-6683  
web: http://www.danielnahmod.com/Daniel 
 
HOUSE ON THE CORNER STUDIOS  
Attention New Thought Artists, Established as well as the Up and Coming: . Award winning 
producer Ted Jacobs @ House at the Corner Studios will create Master Quality Recordings tailored to 
your unique artistic vision.  Ted's work has been featured in film, television, and on the radio -  your 
finished product will be of the same quality.  If you can conceive it; together we can achieve it!     
For a free consultation; email tedjacobs@charter.net  or call (818) 358-2287 to discuss your project and 
get started! 

 
Custom String Parts 
Beautiful string parts arranged and played by Tim Lorsch at his studio in Nashville are now available. The 
parts are composed for and recorded on violin, viola and cello using high-end tube mics and preamps. 
Samples are available at http://www.TimLorsch.com  
The process is started by contacting Tim at the email link below.  If you wish, you may send him an mp3 
of your project and he will respond with ideas and a quote.  Fiddle and mandolin are, also, available. 
Tim@TimLorsch.com 

SingSpirit positive words & music is a Nashville-based independent record label and music publishing 
company specializing in songs that deliver positive, encouraging and uplifting messages.  Principles Sean 
& Laurie O’Shea–each singer-songwriters in their own right – are now eagerly promoting other up-and-
coming positive artists.” (www.SingSpirit.net) 

 
www.SmoothJazzBackingTracks.Com   Custom backing tracks, custom midi sequencing, sing along 
tracks, and a whole lot more. Owned and operated by former Unity music director Martin Funderburk.  
 
http://www.MusicSUBMIT.com/ib The Web’st#1 site for Online Music Promotion We submit your 
music EPK to genre-specific Internet radio stations, music webzines, podcasts, and more.   
 
www.GateMusic.com  The Gate Media Group; production; printing; Ph: 510-558-9045 
www.CorpMedia.com  Corporate Media Group; production, etc. Ph: 800-981-7856 
www.discmarketing.com Disc Marketing Inc.; fundraising music sales; Ph: 626-795-2370 
 

MUSIC MAGAZINES 
www.newagereporter.com       A site dedicated to the New Age Music industry.  
www.indiebible.com/newsletter - Dozens of new places each month to promote your music plus      

other invaluable information for indie artists.  
 
www.galaris.com  Free monthly newsletter for independent musicians containing: 

Promotion tips, Career advice, Recording tips, Legal advice, 
Musician’s health, Radio promotion, Songwriters tips, Industry 
news, and more.  

www.Groupmag.com  Group Magazine – Christian resources 

mailto:news@danielnahmod.com
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001AOTuVL3G7JUxP4ZvlyZI3_S7Xjoea-Q-fL42CMX0B-9EbDJ28xpFZnGHrdRp8kVhub3MX5MeK27eTABlpmFaHTyB1zyN7pjQyZLAUV5HD4m8NQwPSakd0A==
mailto:tedjacobs@charter.net
http://www.mynewsletterbuilder.com/refer.php?s=158261323&u=17895449
mailto:Tim@TimLorsch.com
http://www.singspirit.net/
http://www.smoothjazzbackingtracks.com/
http://www.mynewsletterbuilder.com/refer.php?s=56215268&u=17063042
http://www.gatemusic.com/
http://www.corpmedia.com/
http://www.discmarketing.com/
http://www.newagereporter.com/
http://www.indiebible.com/newsletter
http://www.galaris.com/
http://www.groupmag.com/


www.yourchurch.net  Your Church – includes articles on music. Ph: 800-493-9900 
 
 

MUSIC SALES & SERVICES 
 
The CD Seller  Make sure they see your CD! www.thecdseller.com  The perfect solution if you don't 
have a merchandise table and the perfect addition or replacement if you do.  CD holder and cash box 
attaches to a microphone stand.   
If you have more than one title to sell, I have sets of CD dividers with tabs available.  
Jeff Kartak  thecdseller@comcast.net 
612/208-0071 
 
FINALE Help www.lyralindamusic.com  Linda Missad Engraver / Composer / Arranger 
Pianist / Keyboardist (616) 453-6829 
 
www.AgapeMusic.com  Christian Internet Music Store. Ph: 651-436-1795 
www.soundstrue.com  Tibetan, Muslim, Hindu, Moroccan, Eastern music.   
                                                Ph: 888-303-9185 
www.intuitivesound.com Acoustic, percussion, voice tapes & CDs. Ph: 770-998-2163 
www.mflp.com  Music for Little People. Ph: 800-409-2457 
www.NewThoughtMusic.com Resources for music directors – from Gregg 
                                                            Akkerman 
www.aquarius-music.com Music for reiki, �harka, sufi. Ph: 800-283-4655 
www.innerpeacemusic.com Meditative music by Steven Halpern 
www.soundings.com  New age meditational music. Ph: 800-937-3223 
www.astromusic@etherean.com Mozart music with a New Age sound; meditational.  
                                                            Ph: 888-384-3732 
www.whitecloudmusic.com Meditational; New Age music. Ph: 615-771-9393 
www.Christianbook.com Christian products, including music 
www.Lifeway.com  Christian resources 
www.songs.com  Music sales & downloads 
www.interlinc-online.com Youth leaders music resources 
www.vitalworship.com Worship products 
www.Sacredworldmusic.com Large variety of music that lists all music as sacred 
www.saw.org   Songwriter’s Assoc. of Washington 
www.springhillmedia.com Meditative & other music recordings 
www.valley-entertainment.com Great artists and compilations. My favorite; “Lullabies 
                                                    from The Axis of Evil” reviewed this issue.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW THOUGHT WEB RADIO STATIONS 
 

http://www.yourchurch.net/
http://www.thecdseller.com/
mailto:thecdseller@comcast.net
http://www.agapemusic.com/
http://www.soundstrue.com/
http://www.intuitivesound.com/
http://www.mflp.com/
http://www.newthoughtmusic.com/
http://www.aquarius-music.com/
http://www.innerpeacemusic.com/
http://www.soundings.com/
mailto:www.astromusic@etherean.com
http://www.whitecloudmusic.com/
http://www.christianbook.com/
http://www.lifeway.com/
http://www.songs.com/
http://www.interlinc-online.com/
http://www.vitalworship.com/
http://www.sacredworldmusic.com/
http://www.saw.org/
http://www.springhillmedia.com/
http://www.valley-entertainment.com/


The Voice of an Awakening World – www.unity.fm 
Live call in. Programs on Metaphysics, Books, New Thought Music, Bible and more. 
 

www.ncradio.us 
 
**************************************************************** 

  http://www.onevibrationradio.org/.  Listen to music specifically programmed to 
open your heart, touch your soul and lift your spirit—24 hours a day, seven days a week. 
 

 
 This website was created as a home for “New Thought” music. We are 
committed to providing a place for artists and listeners alike to share this 
wonderful music.    www.quantumquest.org   

 

PRINT MUSIC HOUSES 
 
www.heartwindmusic.com      New thought music purchase and  publishing. Choral, solo, 
                                                congregational.  
www.giamusic.com  GIA Publications Inc. Music for the church. Ph: 800-GIA-1358 
www.cscd.com  Central South Christian Distribution. Ph: 800-757-0856 
www.oup-usa.org  Oxford University Press. Ph: 212-726-6000 
www.WorshipToday.com Sheet music subscription service. Ph: 800-992-2144 
www.spin360.com  Student Praise Interactive Network – music membership service 
 

SOFTWARE COMPANIES 
www.fowlerinc.com  Worship software; video & data projection; Ph: 800-729-0163 
 
 

WEBSITES OF INTEREST 
 
http://www.unity.org/info-exchange.html Info Xchange – on the Association of Unity 
Churches International website. Post and browse.  
www.empowerma.com – Online community for artists, speakers and authors. 
www.positivemusicassociation.com Scott Johnson Executive Director 303-581-9083  

http://www.watf.info/ (We Are The Future – International Song Project) 
http://www.peace.tv/ 
http://www.musiciansoncall.org 
http://www.musicbovine.com 
 
 
 

http://www.unity.fm/
http://www.ncradio.us/
http://www.onevibrationradio.org/
http://www.quantumquest.org/
http://www.hearwindmusic.com/
http://www.giamusic.com/
http://www.cscd.com/
http://www.oup-usa.org/
http://www.worshiptoday.com/
http://www.spin360.com/
http://www.fowlerinc.com/
http://www.unity.org/info-exchange.html
http://www.empowerma.com/
http://www.positivemusicassociation.com/
http://www.watf.info/
http://www.peace.tv/
http://www.musiciansoncall.org/
http://www.musicbovine.com/


  MMUUSSIICC  DDIIRREECCTTOORR  JJOOBB  OOPPEENNIINNGGSS  
 

 
Unity Church of Omaha, NE is seeking a part-time music director. Salary 
negotiable.  Please send an e-file resume to barry@unityomaha.org or fax it to 
402.571.1289. 
 
 
“Unity Christ Church, Fort Wayne, IN is a loving and joy-filled community.  We 
have an opening for a Music Director who can provide a presentation of diverse, first-
rate, spiritually meaningful music for Sunday services and special events.  For further 
information and/or a copy of the job description, please contact Rev. Mary Wood at 260-
482-2477.” 
  
****************************************************************************************************************************************************************************  

Send your comments and suggestions to music@unity.org   
Please feel free to forward this email to a friend. To unsubscribe hit 

reply and type "unsubscribe" and your name in the letter field.                      
To sign up for any of the Association's e-letters, go to  

www.unity.org/contact-us.html 

Association of Unity Churches International 
401 SW Oldham Pkwy Suite 210 

Lee’s Summit, MO 64081 
 

c. 2009 all rights reserved 

mailto:barry@unityomaha.org
mailto:music@unity.org
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I Am Prosperous 

© Song Guru Music (SESAC) 
International Copyright Secured    All Rights Reserved

Music & Lyrics by:
Karen Taylor-Good
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